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Preface

A perennial question in the AT planning and scheduling community is why such an applicable
research field finds so little use. What keeps from the real world the fine advances made over
recent years? The international Scheduling and Planning Applications woRKshop (SPARK) was
established to help address the gap.

Building on antecedent events, SPARK'09 is the second edition of a workshop series designed to
provide a stable, long-term forum where researchers can discuss the applications of planning
and scheduling techniques to real problems.

The challenges and discussions from one year's edition of SPARK set the baseline for the
successive editions, so that the workshop fosters an evolving and cumulative perspective of
applications and their challenges along the years. This effort is intended to converge to an
evolving set of challenges that can aid practitioners and benefit the direction of the research
community.

The diverse domains where planning and scheduling research can be applied is seen in the
papers to be discussed this year. Applications include semiconductor manufacturing, oil
production facilities, nuclear power plant safety, deep sea gliders, extracting plans from
collaborative websites, and a range of robot, space, and satellite problems.

We thank the Programme Committee for their commitment and excellence in reviewing. We
thank the ICAPS'09 workshop and publication chairs for their support. Finally, we thank the
session chairs who agreed to lead discussion during the workshop.

— Gabriella Cortellessa, Luis Castillo, Neil Yorke-Smith
Workshop co-Chairs
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